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District Tournament
Guidelines/Procedures

New Rules and Guidelines for Umpires, Coaches and Managers


AT District Tournament time there is a PROCEDURE that will be implemented… According to existing rules, the managers will meet at the plate prior to first pitch. They will present the plate umpire with a Roster /Lineup that includes ONLY Players that are in uniform and eligible to play in the game that will begin immediately after the plate meeting. Players that are “on their way but a little late” DO NOT COUNT as rostered /lineup players. They MUST be in the dugout, in uniform, and ready to play to be counted. (This is the normal and current rule) …. HOWEVER, it now is enhanced….. 

Little League wants to see All-Star and tournament teams to be full of kids playing baseball and are encouraging us to NOT write waivers for teams with rosters under 12 kids – they want to see lots of kids with the chance to play in the tournament cycle. So, think 12-14 kids on your tournament teams. 

Visits to the Pitcher’s Mound

And for a VERY big rule change especially at District Tournament time… what constitutes a “Visit” to the mound? Now it is not if the Manager walks out to the mound it counts as a “visit”. The new rule is going to be enforced as IF the Manager steps from the dugout, and in any way instructs the pitcher, it counts as a visit. It’s not about the “walk to the foul line” approach, it’s if the Manager and pitcher communicate outside the confines of signals from the dugout. The manager may go to the official score keeper, ask for information, or make a substitution, but if for any reason the Manager or coach steps out of the dugout and communicates with the pitcher, that is counted as a “Trip to the mound”. Before if the manager stepped across the foul line, it was a visit. If they (managers) went out to the mound between innings, it was NOT a visit. Now, the “between” innings is a “visit” and the act of stepping out of the dugout and communicating with the pitcher in any manner, is a “Visit” …

Remember – also a new pitching rule – Pitchers MAY NOT pitch more than 3 days in a row. 



Other Rules of Importance

RULE 8.02(a)(1) Baseball: Provided guidance on when a pitcher’s hand may come in contact with the pitcher’s mouth or lips. Baseball:(1) bring the pitching hand in contact with the mouth or lips while in contact with the pitcher’s plate. EXCEPTION: The pitcher may bring the hand in contact with the mouth or lips while in the 10-foot circle (Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior: 18-foot circle) surrounding the pitcher’s plate provided he/she distinctly wipes off the pitching hand before contacting the ball.

Adjustments to Pitcher’s Mound Visit rules

RULE 8.08 Baseball, Softball: Provides guidance on what is considered a visit to the pitcher. Baseball:A.R. 1 - When a manager requests timeout to make a pitching change, it shall not be considered a visit to the pitcher provided the manager makes the pitching substitution prior to speaking to any defensive player. Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior: This applies when a pitcher moves to another position and returns as a pitcher later in the same game.


Tie Game Rule

TOURNAMENT RULE 14Added a rule concerning tie games after 6 innings for 8- to 10-, 9- to 11-and Major Division, and 7 innings for Intermediate (50-70) Division, Junior and Senior League Divisions.14. b. Starting in the top of the eighth inning [Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/ Senior League: ninth inning], and each half inning thereafter, the offensive team shall begin its turn at bat with the player who is scheduled to bat last in that respective half inning being placed on second base. EXAMPLE: If the number five batter is the lead-off batter, the number four batter in the batting order will be placed on second base. An eligible substitute or special pinch runner may be inserted for the runner.

Protest Guidelines

If a play or situation in a game or prior to a game is registered as a protest, the following will occur:

1) Play will cease or not start
2) The players will return, or remain in their dugouts
3) The protest will be made to the Umpire at the plate
4) The umpire at the plate will note the protest, and turn it over to the local protest committee. The local protest committee is comprised of the Tournament Director, Chief Umpire, and the District Administrator. 
5) If they can rule on the protest locally, they will attempt to resolve locally. If it is impactful or requires authorization or settlement from Little League Western Region, they will file the appropriate forms and file for a protest with Western Region.
6) If the protest is impactful or requires settlement by Williamsport, Western Region will advise and pass the protest to Williamsport.
7) Game will resume only after an official decision has been rendered by any authorized level.
8) The Manager MAY appeal 1 time any decision made by the local committee and request it be sent to Western Region. 

Crowd Conduct

Players and fans are reminded that they must be good sports as well. During the District  Tournament if parents, fans, or spectators become unruly and say disparaging things to the umpires, managers, staff, volunteers they will be asked to behave more appropriately with respect to being around children, and to be good sportsmen and spectators. If they do not take a kinder approach, then they will be asked to leave the premises. If necessary, law enforcement should be brought in to help with the situation.

If the acts they commit are egregious enough, then they may not be allowed back on to the premises. 

Managers, Volunteers, Coaches

Any manager or player ejected must leave the premises. This includes the parking lot, and may not communicate with the managers or coaches remaining at any time through any methods until the game is over. 

First Game – For teams without DA approval to carry less, 12 players should be in attendence at the first game (when the affidavit becomes official). If a player is missing for illness or other justifiable reason, play on. If any players have been removed from the roster (crossed out) – please call the protest line. 

Managers or coaches are NOT permitted to warm up a pitcher at home plate or in the bullpen or elsewhere at any time, including in-game warm-up, pre-game warm-up, and in other instances. 

Courtesy Runners may not be utilized during the batter’s first at-bat per Rule 2.0. 

Eye black - The LLI guidance regarding tattoos and eye black usage is intended for implementation at ALL REGIONAL AND WORLD SERIES TOURNAMENTS THAT ARE BROADCASTED ON THE ESPN FAMILY OF NETWORKS and was part of an information packet handed out to the umpires working the LLWS. There are no restrictions on eye black at lower levels. 

Intentional Walk – Once per batter per game. 

Run Rule –     Majors and below:                               Intermediate ->Sr.
15 after 3, 2.5 if home is ahead          15 after 4, 3.5 if home is ahead
                        10 after 4, 3.5 if home is ahead          10 after 5, 4.5 if home is ahead

Tie Game - When the completion of six innings (INT, JL, SL: seven innings), and the score is tied, the following tie-breaker will be played to determine a winning team:
0. The 7th inning (8th) will be played as normal.
0. Starting in the top of the 8th (9th) inning, and each half inning thereafter, the offensive team shall begin its turn at bat with the player who is scheduled to bat last in that respective half inning being placed on second base




CBO - If a player is injured, becomes ill, or must leave the game site after the start of the game, the team will skip over him/her when his/her time at bat comes up without penalty. If the injured, ill, or absent player returns, he/she is inserted into their original spot in the order and the game continues.


1. If a player is unable to complete a plate appearance due to injury, illness, or ejection, the next batter in the lineup shall take his/her place at the plate and assume the count of the original batter.
1. If a batter becomes a runner by reaching base safely and is unable to run the bases due to injury, illness, or ejection, he/she hall be replaced by the player who recorded the last out or with a Courtesy Runner if applicable.


Tournament FAQ’s have been updated and can be found here:  International Tournament FAQs - Little League
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